
The Necessity of Rebuilding
      NOTES


Nehemiah 1:3 (NLT) They said to me, “Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.”

Seven Steps to Rebuilding
1. React with PRAYER.
When things fall apart how do you react?

a. Panic
b. Run

c. Fight

d. Other

Nehemiah 1:4 (NASB) “When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I mourned for a number of days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven.”

Philippians 4:6-7 (MSG) “Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns.  Before you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.”

2. Start with GOD.
When thing fall apart to whom to you turn?

a.    Friends


b. Self-help book

c. Your own understanding
d. Other

Nehemiah 1:5-6a (NASB) I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and loving kindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now.”

3. Get SERIOUS about the task of rebuilding.
When you realized your need to rebuild how serious have you been about the task?

a. Not very

b.  Somewhat

c.  Extremely

Nehemiah 1:4 (NASB) “When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I mourned for a number of days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven.”

4.  Get HONEST about sin.
How do you react to sin?

a. Denial

b. Excuses
c. Deferral
d. Confession

Nehemiah 1:6 (NASB) “Let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my father's house have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. 

A. Confess our sin.


B. Forsake our sin.

1 John 1:9 (AMP) If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and just (true to His own nature and promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all unrighteousness [everything not in conformity to His will in purpose, thought, and action].

C.  Repent of our sin.

Acts 3:19 (NASB) "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”

Acts 26:20 (AMP) “They should repent and turn to God, and do works and live lives consistent with and worthy of their repentance.”

D. Flee from our sin.

E. Follow after righteousness.

2 Timothy 2:22 (NLT) “Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.”

5. Claim God’s PROMISES.
What is your attitude toward the promises and the word of God?

A. They are for someone else.

B. They never work for me.

C. I stand daily on the promises of God.

Nehemiah 1:8-9 (NLT) “Please remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among the nations. But if you return to me and obey my commands and live by them, then even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for my name to be honored.”
1 Peter 1:23-25 (NASB) “For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.  

6. Unite with God’s PEOPLE.

When faced with the task of rebuilding do you:

1. Go it alone?

2. Include just anybody?
3. Those who line up with your values and beliefs?

Nehemiah 1:2 (NLT) “Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me with some other men who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had returned there from captivity and about how things were going in Jerusalem.”

2 Corinthians 6:14 (NLT) “Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness?”

7. Recognize: You are STRATEGICALLY Placed.

Do you believe you are where you are by:

a.  Accident?

b.  Design?

Nehemiah 1:11b (MSG) “Make me successful today so that I get what I want from the king." I was cupbearer to the king.”

Ephesians 2:10 (AMP) “For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live].”

Application:

Is there an area of your life that needs to be rebuilt?

What is your first reaction when things fall apart?

Who do you turn to first?

Are you serious about rebuilding those things in your life that are not what God wants them to be?

Have you dealt honestly with sin in your life?

What promises has God given you that you have neglected?

Are you working with other believers to build or rebuild according to His purposes?

Do you acknowledge your unique placement in the culture you live in?

Which of the seven steps to rebuilding do you need to concentrate on most this week?

What adjustments to your life do you need to make to join God in His work?

Memory verse:  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.”
